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Being Child-Centred:
Fad or Foundation?

Social Services Providers Association Conference
Te Papa, Wellington, 4 September 2017

Judge Andrew Becroft
Children’s Commissioner for New Zealand
Te Kaikomihana mo nga Tamariki o Aotearoa
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New Zealand’s children (under 18 years old)
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Who's being left behind???

WNE ARE BeElER THan TH S




LET THE LORD
JUDGE THE

CRIMINAL
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Tupac Shakur..
“I wonder if Heaven got a Ghetto”

...It ain't a secret don't conceal the fact
The penitentiary's packed and it's filled with blacks
| wake up in the morning and | ask myself
Is life worth living, should | blast myself
I'm tired of being poor and even worse I'm black
My stomach hurts so I'm lookin' for a purse to snatch
Cops give a damn about a negro
Pull a trigger, kill a n*gga, he's a hero
Mo' n*gga, mo' n*gga, mo' n*ggas
I'd rather be dead than a po' n*gga
Let the Lord judge the criminals
If | die, | wonder if Heaven got a ghetto...
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The small
picture and
the big
picture

“micro”

and
“macro”
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“If I cannot do great things,
1 cm do small things, in a great way,
_ Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, J,-
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Starting point: being truly child-centred
and hearing children’s voices...




The United Nations
Convention on the
Rights of the Child
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Article 12

1, States Parties shall assure 10 e child who 18
capable of forming his Of her own views (e
rght to express those VIEWS freely in all matler
affecting the child, the views of the child being
given ue weight n accordance with the age and

maturity of the child



An example: What some schools are
doing to include student voices:

» Leadership development programmes for students
* Ensuring truly representative student council in terms of age

« Student Reps on Board (having two or more and ensuring they are actively
encouraged to have a voice)

 An “ideas box” for student’s concerns

» Allocated agenda time in weekly/fortnightly staff management meetings to
discuss concerns raised by the children. Sometimes having students present for
a part of those meetings

» Different aged student leaders — get students’ voices from every year groups
and share with management and the Board

* Peer mentoring

» Pupils separately interviewing prospective Principals, DP’s, AP’s, middle leaders
and then reporting to the Board.

To genuinely empower student councils, reps, leaders, to channel the
voices of all students to the school leadership, and to consider their @ Children'’s
concerns in your decision making. BRI ten T



An example: Regenerate Christchurch




Being child-centred
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The fundamental
Importance of being

child-centred




A child-centred approach:
five questions

SN / A

How will the decision affect children?

Will it affect some children differently?

What do children say? And how do we hear them?

H
C

ow will you make a decision? Factoring in
nildren voices along with the views of others.

I_

ow will you report back to children?
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A child-centred approach:
five questions

1. How will the decision affect children?

2. Wil it affect some children differently?

3. What do children say? And how do we
hear them?

4. How will you make a decision? Factoring in children
voices along with the views of others.

Children's
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5. How will you report back to children? @



Question 3: www.occ.org.nz /listening2kids /
how-you-engage / engagement-methods/

- depth udteviéWs

Child-led tours
Art and cre ativitys

Adwsory groups are groups of children (around 8-12 participants)
who provide information, advice or recommendations to an
organisation. Advisory groups work well when you require on-going
feedback from children and young people.

Advisory groups work best when meeting in person, but can also be
facilitated online or via video/telephone conference.




Question 3: Hearing children’s voices in practice...

noticed was the high
fences. | didn’t know where
I was — | was scared.

everywhere at a always keeps me
residence. It is a - updated and doesn’t

reminder to me _— hide anything.
that I am locked up.
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Office of the Children’s Commissioner
Child and Youth Voices

Schools and organisations can register to
participate:

www. surveymonkey.com /r/occ - schools

 Children can influence decision-makers

e 2 surveys ayear

« Variety of topics

 Results given to each school or organisation

@ Children's
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A child-centred approach:
five questions

1. How will the decision affect children?
2. Will it affect some children differently?

3. What do children say? And how do we hear them?

4. How will you make a decision? Factoring
In children voices along with the views
of others.

Cornrnissionar

5. How will you report back to children? @ il o



Some positive new additions to the legislation

Section 11 amended (Child’s or young person’s participation and views)

(1) (aa) except where section 10 (relating to proceedings) applies, the child or
young person must be given reasonable assistance to understand
the reasons for the proceedings or process, the options available to
the decision-maker, and how these options could affect them:

(2) (d) any views that the child or young person expresses (either directly or
through a representative) must be taken into account; and

(e) any written decision must set out the child’s or young person’s views
and, if those views were not followed, include the reasons for not
doing so; and

(f) the decision, the reasons for it, and how it will affect them must be

explained to the child or young person.
@ Children's
Commissioner



A child-centred approach:
five questions

How will the decision affect children?
Will it affect some children differently?

What do children say? And how do we hear them?

ST 4

How will you make a decision? Factoring in children
voices along with the views of others.

5. How will you report back to children?
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Never give up!

MAHASEITIA & TATID TRMEKIE]
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A challenge

What will you do?

an invitation

How can we help you?

and a thank you

for all that you do in our communities.

&
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Join us via:

@OCCNZ

Children’s CommNZ

Children’'s Commissioner's
E-newsletter

faCEbOOk @childrenscommnz

Or search for Children’s Commissioner NZ

Sign up on the homepage of our website

WWW.OCC.0rg.nz
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Thank You
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Extra slides that
have been
removed from
presentation
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European or
other
including
NZer

Most children are
European, with Maori, Pacifika
and Asian being other major
ethnicities

Note:- ethnicifies add to over 100% because some
children have more than one ethnicity

Pacific Middle
peoples East, Latin,
American or
African




2. The first challenge: Income inequality and
socio-economic disadvantage - child poverty
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2016
Child Poverty Trends Over Time

INCOME-RELATED CHILD POVERTY RATES dRe MUCH HIGHER NOW THaN 1N THE 13808

S EL0180- INCOME POVERTY: =1isies

=== CHILDREN 0-17
30

25

percentage of children and seniors 65+ In income poverty
(After Housing Costs, 60% median income, relative measure)
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Severe Povert
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NZ KIDS:

LOW INGOME HOUSEHOLDS
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These families
and children

are doing it
hard

8% of children
are both in low
income
households and
in material
hardship — that’s
90,000 children
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Reaching our Sustainable Development Goals

NEW ZeaLann SIGNeD UP TO THE UN'S ‘AGEnDa 2030 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOdLS. ONe OF THE GOALS IS:

"By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, wormen and children of all ages living in poverty in all its
dimensions according to national definitions.”
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Who is most affected by poverty in NZ?

Age % of individuals in low-income

households* 2016

Children 0-17 years 19
18-24 years 20
25-44 years 14
45-64 years 14
65+ years 8

Overall 15

*Using the 60% of median “anchored-2007” threshold after housing costs

Source: Household incomes in New Zealand: Trends in indicators of inequality and
hardship 1982 to 2016, MSD, 2017, p 129.
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Number

Hospital Admissions for Injuries Arising from the
Assault, Neglect or Maltreatment of Children 0-14 Years
by NZ Deprivation Index Decile, New Zealand 2006—-2010
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Poverty causes more than just hardship

Mortality rates in children and young people aged 28 days to 24 years by NZ Deprivation Index decile
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An accepted relationship between childhood poverty
and greater likelihood of mental health problems

Child poverty - poor nutrition, inadequate housing, increased
likelihood of adverse events and living in poor neighbourhoods all put
children at higher risk of having mental health problems.

« The evidence strongly suggests that the incidence of mental health
conditions among children and adolescents can be reduced by
addressing severe and persistent poverty, particularly during the
early years of a child’s life.

 |Intervention to address poverty and the effects of poverty on
children is likely to prevent the perpetuation of inter-generational
cycles of poverty and poor mental health.

Children’s

“Child Poverty and Mental Health: A literature review” CPAG and New Zealand Psychological Society. 2017
Commissioner



We do much better for seniors than children!

Deprivation rates comparing children with older people
and the total population 2007




3. The second challenge: disproportionate
wellbeing for tamariki Maori
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An inescapable and fundamental challenge

Disparity between Maori and NZ European child wellbeing rates

Child/youth policy and practice effects Maori
and non-Maori equally — yeah right!
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Comparison of selected measures of wellbeing
between Maori and New Zealand European children

Targeting the root causes of inequity and improving outcomes for Maori children across the
board will transform the New Zealand landscape for children and come closer to achieving the
full implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.
(Submission to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Geneva, 2016)

Education:

NZ European

(unless specified as non-Maori

or total NZ population)
18 year olds with NCEA L2 or above 67.1% 85.1%
(2014)

Children in State care with NCEA 15% 25%
Level2 or above

Early Childhood Education 92.3% 98.2%

participation




Health:

NZ European
(unless specified as non-Maori or
total NZ population)

Current smokers 40.6% 15.2%
(aged 15 above, 2013-2014)

Life expectancy at birth Women: 77.1 years Women: 83.9 years
Men: 73 years Men: 80.3 years
Youth suicide 48.0 per 100,000 17.3 per 100,000
(15-24 years) (non-Maori)
Meningococcal infection All ages: 3.4 All ages: 1.5 (total NZ pop.)
(per 100,000. 2013) <1 year: 32.3 <1vyear: 18.4
1-4 years: 15.7 1-4 years: 5.2
Rheumatic fever 13.3 4.2 (non-Maori)
(all ages, per 100,000. 2012-2014)
Sudden Unexpected Death in Infants 1.8 0.4 (non-Maori)

(SUDI) (per 1,000 deaths. 2010-2012)



Living standards:

NZ European

(unless specified as non-Maori or total NZ population)

Child poverty

(0-17years, below 60% median household income, after
housing costs, 2014)

Child material hardship
(0-17years, 2014)

Children in crowded housing
(2014)

Unemployment
(all ages, 2014)

Not in Education, Employment or

training
(NEET) rate (15-24 years, 2015)
Youth justice:

(number and percentage of children aged 10-16
charged in court, 2014/15)

25%
12.1%

20.9%

1,152 (59%)

16%

8%

5%

4.4%

9.4%

489 (24%)



Interruptions welcome

Z




